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of the country; but which, it may be hoped, will
do something to allay the growing discontent of
a small, but highly articulate, class of the inhabi-
tants of certain provinces of the Empire.

Social life in India is a theme upon which
volumes might be written, and upon which, in-
deed, volumes have been written, by extremely
well-qualified writers, from the Abb6 Dubois to
Mr. Crooke. It has only been possible for me
to lightly touch upon this fascinating subject, and
to briefly describe those native States, the pre-
servation of which is so valuable as a proof of our
good faith, and as a standard of comparison with
our own British-Indian administration.

So much has been written, whether or not in
good faith, whether or not with knowledge and
information, in disparagement of the great adminis-
trative achievements of the British in India, that
it appears appropriate to, and within the scope
of, this little work, to shortly review some of the
results of British rule in that congeries of countries,
with widely differing physical characteristics, with
various peoples speaking many languages, pro-
fessing many creeds, and with greatly differing
degrees of civilisation, which, as a matter of con-
venient classification, is commonly called India.

During the last fifty years, which have been
less disturbed by internal warfare than any other
period of equal length in the history of the